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Class Description
  This year students will develop skills in questioning, gathering information, making inferences, and giving explanations.  They are encouraged to express their thoughts and problem-solving skills.  Students should expect a fun, safe, and exciting classroom.  I have high expectations for my students.  Students should expect math and literacy each day and social studies throughout the week.  They are also expected to read during novel studies each day.  Opportunities for service learning in our community will also be provided throughout the year.  Finally, students are expected to be safe, respectful, and responsible while following our class motto:  Work Hard and Be Nice!   I want students to develop good learning strategies, organizational skills, love learning, and practice useful life skills that are needed to become productive citizens that celebrate our diverse society.

Grade Level Goals and Objectives
	Utah has developed a Core Curriculum which outlines standards of learning that are essential for all students at each grade level.  The curriculum includes ideas, concepts, and skills to provide a foundation on which subsequent learning may be built.  The curriculum for each grade level can be accessed on the Salt Lake City District website. (A grade level curriculum brochure produced by the district’s curriculum department that describes the goals and general outcomes established in the Utah State Core Curriculum is provided at back to school night).

Instructional Materials
· Math text – Engage NY/Eureka; Interactive notebooks
· Language arts text – Wonders; Daily Language Review; Writing Journals; reading various novels
· Social Studies materials from Stanford based Act Like a Historian
Instructional Practices
	Students will have the opportunities to participate in many different types of learning in my classroom.  Students will have individual, whole group, and small group learning experiences.  They will learn and explore through projects and presentations both written and orally.  I use many different methods to plan differentiated lessons that are engaging, fun, and show real world connections.

Discipline
	I have high and clear expectations for positive behavior.  One of my goals is to help students manage their own behavior in a positive manner, showing love, and respect for others.  The word RESPECT rules our classroom environment and the relationships between one another.  Our motto is “Work Hard, Be Nice”.  I want each student to take responsibility for her/his actions and making good choices.  My classroom is a safe and risk-free learning environment.  As a class we follow the Beacon Heights school wide rules, classroom expectations, and procedures.  Students will have multiple opportunities to earn rewards based on their positive behavior both individually and whole group.  We also have weekly class meetings to celebrate our student of the week (pledge leader), to thank and compliment others, and to solve any problems we may have in the classroom.  Both sixth grade classes have a good behavior bash several times a year to celebrate good behavior.  Students are allowed to participate in the good behavior bash if they follow the rules and meet expectations.  Both classes have a book that the students sign if they do not adhere to these items.  If a student signs the book 5 or more times, they do not get to participate in the 6th grade good behavior bash.


 Course Requirements
· Students are expected to attend school regularly, be on time, and come prepared to learn.  They are expected to work hard, pay attention, participate in class and do their best work.
· Students are expected to complete homework.
· Students are asked to follow the classroom motto, rules, and show respect for others.
Parent Responsibilities
	Help your child get to school on time.  Provide a place to study and learn at home.  Help your child complete and return homework.   Foster positive attitudes about school and learning.  Have ongoing, regular communication with your child’s teacher.  Read all communication from the school and your child’s teacher.  Attend all parent-teacher-student conferences.  Become an active partner with the school – share ideas and ask questions, and offer assistance.

Homework
	Homework is an essential component in our program and serves a variety of purposes including:  Improving students learning, performance, and achievement; allowing students to build a sense of responsibility for their own education; informing and involving parents in the educational process; and enabling students to develop education study habits, time management, and self-discipline.
Every homework assignment should be completed daily, unless another date is specified.
Parents, please be sure to check your child’s planner daily, check the planner for assignment updates, and support your child’s learning at home.   If a student is not consistent with turning in their homework, there will be consequences.  

Grading Procedures
	Clear standards and expectations are established for all students at each grade level.  To be on grade level, students are expected to be able to demonstrate knowledge for the information that has been taught with minimal assistance from the teacher.  Students and parents have access to student progress on Power School.  SEP conferences will be held twice a year to discuss progress. 

Communication 
	I want to do my best to communicate with parents.  I have a website that is updated often to help you know happenings in the classroom and what homework/projects students have as assignments.  The website is:   judimarcyroom108.com.  I will also send home weekly emails with important news related to our class, as well as school business that will help you stay informed.  We also use the PTA Member Hub to communicate things happening in the classroom.  As always, I welcome parent’s notes or e-mails if you have any questions or concerns.  I will do my best to get back to you in a timely manner, however, life does happen.  If you need to chat with me, the best time to call is after school.  I am always willing to make appointments to meet.   

Judi Marcy (801) 481-4814 *108
judi.marcy@slcschools.org
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